
 
Department of Political Science 

 
POLITICS 3501F – GREAT DEBATES IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

 
Course Outline 2012  

  
Instructor: Dr Salim Mansur            Office hours: Wed: 1.00-3.00                                                                       
Room: SSC 4160; phone 519.661.2111 x85178                                  Thurs: 11.30- 2.30 
Email: smansur@uwo.ca                                                                                    Fri: 12.00-2.30 
  
The theoretical study of international relations has been shaped over the years by enduring 
ideas of political philosophers, historians, economists and practitioners of the diplomatic 
craft. This half-course will focus on the “great debate” that stands at the heart of the modern 
discipline of IR, and continues to shape its development. In this course every effort will be 
made to divide time between lectures and seminar discussions based on the weekly readings 
and recommended texts. 
 
Required texts: 
 
E.H. Carr, The Twenty Years’ Crisis. 
Karen A. Mingst & Jack L. Snyder, Essential Readings in World Politics (4th edition). 
 
Recommended texts: 
 
H.J. Morgenthau, Politics Among Nations: The Struggle for Power and Peace. 
P. Wilkins, International Relations: A Very Short Introduction. 
 
Course evaluation/assignments: 
 
Essay I (review essay – 1500 words): due Oct. 4  - 20% 
Essay II (on concept/theory – 3500 words): due Nov. 8 - 50% 
Take Home Assignment: due Nov. 30   - 30% 
 
 
Prerequisite: Politics 2231E 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE RE PREREQUISITES/ANTIREQUISITES 
 

You are responsible for ensuring that you have successfully completed all course prerequisites, and 
that you have not taken an antirequisite course.  Lack of prerequisites may not be used as a basis for 
appeal.  If you are found to be ineligible for a course, you may be removed from it at any time and 
you will receive no adjustment to your fees.  This decision cannot be appealed.  If you find that you 
do not have the course requisites, it is in your best interest to drop the course well before the end of 
the add/drop period.  Your prompt attention to this matter will not only help your academic record, 
but will ensure that spaces become available for students who require the course in question for 
graduation. 

Office of the Dean, Faculty of Social Science 
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Notes for essays: 
 
I.  Essay (book review):  Book for review is E.H. Carr, The Twenty Years’ Crisis. 
 
Before preparing to write your book review essay (approximately 1500 words or 8-9 pages 
double-spaced), read a few of the same regularly published in a few of the major magazines and 
journals (e.g. Atlantic Monthly, Harper’s, The Economist, The New York Review of Books, The 
New York Times Book Review, Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy, National Interest). 
 
A book review essay in the minimum does two things – discusses the main theme of the book 
and how well the author has communicated his/her ideas or the subject matter s/he has explored. 
 
A book review essay is not a research paper.  It is an essay where you reflect upon the book read, 
and what impression it has made on you; what thoughts or connections it might have generated 
in your mind; what it is you found in the book to be new, important, and of interest that you 
might want to further explore.  And you also assess how well you appreciated, or did not, the 
author’s style and approach to the subject, and why. 
 
This book review essay does not require any bibliography or endnotes, except at the top of the 
page of your essay you clearly indicate the full name of the author and title of the book with 
publication details.  If you are quoting the author then at the end of the quote between brackets 
indicate the page number from where the quotation has come. 
 
____________________ 
 
 
 
II.  Research Essay 
 
For Research Essay choose a subject (e.g. a concept, an event, important book or books) and 
examine it analytically and historically, assessing the importance of the subject in the literature 
you research and why or how it is important in explaining and understanding the nature of 
international politics. 
 
The required length of this paper is approximately 3500 words or 12-14 pages, and in addition 
endnotes and bibliography (see examples below).   
 
You need to discuss your subject/topic with the Instructor early in the course. 
 
Examples of endnote and bibliographic citation: 
 
C.R. Mohan, “India and the Balance of Power,” in Foreign Affairs (July/August 2006), p. 17. 
 
K. Waltz, Man, the State and War (New York: Columbia University Press, 1959), p. 9. 
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Session 1  
(September 6)   Introduction. 
  
 
Michael Cox, “Introduction” to E.H. Carr’s The Twenty Years’ Crisis, pp. ix-xiv. 
_____ 
 
Hans Morgenthau, “The Political Science of E.H. Carr,” in World Politics, vol. 1, no. 1 (October 

1948), pp. 127-134 (available on-line www.jstor.org).  
 
 
 
Sessions 2 and 3  
(September 13 & 20)   Two Traditions. 
   
E.H. Carr, The Twenty Years’ Crisis, chapter one, pp. 3-11. 
H.J. Morgenthau, “A Realist theory of International Politics and Political Power,” in Mingst & 
 Snyder, Essential Readings in World Politics, pp. 26-28. 
Jack Snyder, “One World, Rival Theories,” in Mingst & Snyder, Essential Readings in World 

Politics, pp. 2-10. 
 
_____ 
 
 
H. Bull, “The Theory of International Politics,” in B. Porter (ed), The Aberystwyth Papers, 
 pp. 30-55 (available in D.B. Weldon library, reserve short term lending).* 
H. Bull, “International Theory: The Case for a Classical Approach,” in World Politics, vol. 18 
 No. 3 (April 1966), pp. 361-377 (available on-line www.jstor.org). 
M. Hollis and S. Smith, “Two Traditions,” in Explaining and Understanding International 
 Relations, chapter one, pp. 1-15 (available in D.B. Weldon library, reserve short term 

lending).*   
 
 
 
Sessions 4 and 5 
(September 27 & Oct. 4)  Idealism/Utopian background. 
 
 
E.H. Carr, The Twenty Years’ Crisis, chapter two, “Utopia and Reality,” pp. 12-21; 
 chapter three, “The Utopian Background,” pp. 25-41; and chapter four, “The Harmony 
 of Interests,” pp. 42-61.  
Michael Cox, “Introduction,” to E. H. Carr’s The Twenty Years’ Crisis, pp. xiv-xxvi. 
Immanuel Kant, “To Perpetual Peace: A Philosophical Sketch,” in Mingst & Snyder, 
 Essential Readings in World Politics, pp. 12-15. 
Woodrow Wilson, “The Fourteen Points,” in Mingst & Snyder, Essential Readings in 
 World Politics, pp. 17-19. 
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Sessions 6 and 7 
(October 11 & 18)  Realism and the Realist critique. 
 
 
E.H. Carr, The Twenty Years’ Crisis, chapter five, “The Realist Critique,” pp. 62-83; 

chapter seven, “The Nature of Politics,” pp. 91-96.  
Michael Cox, “Introduction,” to E.H. Carr’s The Twenty Years’ Crisis, pp. xxvi-xxxii. 
Thucydides, “Melian Dialogue,” in Mingst & Snyder, Essential Readings in World Politics, 
 pp. 10-12. 
George F. Kennan, “The Sources of Soviet Conduct,” in Mingst & Snyder, Essential Readings in 

World Politics, pp. 19-24. 
 
_____ 
 
 
H.J. Morgenthau, “The Science of International Politics,” from Politics Among Nations 

(available in D.B. Weldon library, reserve short term lending).* 
J.A. Vasquez, The Power of Power Politics, chapter 2, pp. 13-23 (available in D.B. Weldon 
 Library, reserve short term lending).* 
 
 
 
Sessions 8 and 9 
(October 25 & Nov. 1)    Limitation of Realism: Power and Morality. 
 
 
E.H. Carr, The Twenty Years’ Crisis, chapter six, “The Limitations of Realism,” pp. 84-88; 
 chapter eight, “Power in International Politics,” pp. 97-134; chapter nine, “Morality in 
 International Politics,” pp. 135-155. 
S. Power, “Bystanders to Genocide,” in Mingst & Snyder, Essential Readings in World Politics, 

pp. 233-253. 
H.A. Kissinger, “The Pitfalls of Universal Jurisdiction,” in Mingst & Snyder, Essential Readings 

in World Politics, pp. 265-270.  
J.J. Mearsheimer, “The False Promise of International Institutions,” in Mingst & Snyder,  
 Essential Readings in World Politics, pp. 308-319. 
 
_____ 
 
  
D.A. Baldwin, “Power Analysis and World Politics,” in World Politics, vol. 31, no. 2 (January  
 1979), pp. 161-194 (available on-line www.jstor.org). 
H.J. Morgenthau, “A Realist Theory of International Politics,” from Politics Among Nations 
 (available in D.B. Weldon library, reserve short term lending).* 
J. M. Rothgeb, Jr., Defining Power, chapter 2. 
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Sessions 10 and 11 
(November 8 & 15)    Liberalism and the International System.    
 
 
E.H. Carr, The Twenty Years’ Crisis, chapters ten, eleven and twelve, pp. 159-190. 
M.W. Doyle, “Liberalism and World Politics,” in Mingst & Snyder, Essential Readings in 
 World Politics, pp. 50-64. 
H.J. Morgenthau, “The Balance of Power,” in Mingst & Snyder, Essential Readings in 
 World Politics, pp. 99-104. 
H. Bull, “Does Order Exist in World Politics?” in Mingst & Snyder, Essential Readings in 
 World Politics, pp. 105-109. 
C. von Clausewitz, “War as an Instrument of Policy,” in Mingst & Snyder, Essential Readings 
 in World Politics, pp. 322-326.  
 
 
_____ 
 
 
D. Deudney and G.J. Ikenberry, “The Nature and Sources of Liberal International Order,” in 
 Review of International Studies, vol. 25, no. 2 (April 1999), pp. 179-196 (available on- 
 Line www.jstor.org). 
M. Howard, “The Causes of War,” pp. 7-22 in The Causes of War and other essays 2nd Edition 

(available in D.B. Weldon library, reserve short term lending).* 
M. Finnemore, From “The Purposes of Intervention: Changing Beliefs about the Use of Force,” 
 in Mingst & Snyder, Essential Reading in World Politics, pp. 459-477. 
 
 
Session 12 
(November 22)    Change/Permanence in International Politics. 
 
 
E.H. Carr, The Twenty Years’ Crisis, chapters thirteen and fourteen, pp. 191-220. 
S. Huntington, “The Clash of Civilizations?” in Mingst & Snyder, Essential Readings in 
 World Politics, pp. 159-165. 
A. Sen, “Universal Truths: Human Rights and the Westernizing Illusion,” in Mingst & Snyder,
 Essential Readings in World Politics, pp. 592-595. 
     
 
 
Session13 
(November 29)    Review. 
  
Take Home Assignment. 
To Be Delivered Friday, November 30, by 1.00pm in my office. 
 



APPENDIX TO UNDERGRADUATE COURSE OUTLINES 
DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 

 
Prerequisite checking - the student’s responsibility 
"Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your Dean to enroll in 
it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your record. This decision may not be 
appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you are dropped from a course for 
failing to have the necessary prerequisites." 
 
Essay course requirements 
With the exception of 1000-level courses, most courses in the Department of Political Science are essay 
courses.  Total written assignments (excluding examinations) will be at least 3,000 words in Politics 1020E, at 
least 5,000 words in a full course numbered 2000 or above, and at least 2,500 words in a half course 
numbered 2000 or above. 
 
Use of Personal Response Systems (“Clickers”) 
"Personal Response Systems ("clickers") may be used in some classes. If clickers are to be used in a class, it is 
the responsibility of the student to ensure that the device is activated and functional. Students must see their 
instructor if they have any concerns about whether the clicker is malfunctioning. 
Students must use only their own clicker. If clicker records are used to compute a portion of the course grade: 
• the use of somebody else’s clicker in class constitutes a scholastic offence, 
• the possession of a clicker belonging to another student will be interpreted as an attempt to commit a 
scholastic offence." 
 
Security and Confidentiality of Student Work (refer to current  Western Academic Calendar 
(http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/) 
"Submitting or Returning Student Assignments, Tests and Exams - All student assignments, tests and exams 
will be handled in a secure and confidential manner. Particularly in this respect, leaving student work 
unattended in public areas for pickup is not permitted."    
 
Duplication of work 
Undergraduate students who submit similar assignments on closely related topics in two different courses 
must obtain the consent of both instructors prior to the submission of the assignment.  If prior approval is not 
obtained, each instructor reserves the right not to accept the assignment. 
 
Grade adjustments 
In order to ensure that comparable standards are applied in political science courses, the Department may 
require instructors to adjust final marks to conform to Departmental guidelines. 
 
Academic Offences 
"Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, specifically, 
the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site: 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/scholoff.pdf ." 
 



Submission of Course Requirements 
 
ESSAYS, ASSIGNMENTS, TAKE-HOME EXAMS MUST BE SUBMITTED ACCORDING TO PROCEDURES SPECIFIED 
BY YOUR INSTRUCTOR (I.E., IN CLASS, DURING OFFICE HOURS, TA'S OFFICE HOURS) OR UNDER THE 
INSTRUCTOR'S OFFICE DOOR.   
 
THE MAIN OFFICE DOES NOT DATE-STAMP OR ACCEPT ANY OF THE ABOVE.   
 
Note: Information excerpted and quoted above are Senate regulations from the Handbook of Scholarship and 
Academic Policy.  http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/  
 
Students registered in Social Science should refer to http://counselling.ssc.uwo.ca/ 
http://counselling.ssc.uwo.ca/procedures/havingproblems.asp for information on Medical Policy, Term 
Tests, Final Examinations, Late Assignments, Short Absences, Extended Absences, Documentation and other 
Academic Concerns. Non-Social Science students should refer to their home faculty’s academic counselling 
office. 
 

Plagiarism 
 
"Plagiarism:  Students must write their essays and assignments in their own words. Whenever students take 
an idea, or a passage from another author, they must acknowledge their debt both by using quotation marks 
where appropriate and by proper referencing such as footnotes or citations. Plagiarism is a major academic 
offence." (see Scholastic Offence Policy in the Western Academic Calendar).  
 
Plagiarism Checking: "All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the 
commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All 
papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference database for the 
purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is subject 
to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com ( 
http://www.turnitin.com )." 
 
Multiple-choice tests/exams:  "Computer-marked multiple-choice tests and/or exams may be subject to 
submission for similarity review by software that will check for unusual coincidences in answer patterns that 
may indicate cheating." 
 
Note: Information excerpted and quoted above are Senate regulations from the Handbook of Scholarship and 
Academic Policy.  http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/  
 

PLAGIARISM* 
 
 In writing scholarly papers, you must keep firmly in mind the need to avoid plagiarism.  Plagiarism is 
the unacknowledged borrowing of another writer's words or ideas.  Different forms of writing require 
different types of acknowledgement.  The following rules pertain to the acknowledgements necessary in 
academic papers. 
 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/
http://counselling.ssc.uwo.ca/
http://counselling.ssc.uwo.ca/procedures/havingproblems.asp
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/


A. In using another writer's words, you must both place the words in quotation marks and acknowledge 
that the words are those of another writer. 

 
 You are plagiarizing if you use a sequence of words, a sentence or a paragraph taken from other 
writers without acknowledging them to be theirs.  Acknowledgement is indicated either by (1) mentioning the 
author and work from which the words are borrowed in the text of your paper; or by (2) placing a footnote 
number at the end of the quotation in your text, and including a correspondingly numbered footnote at the 
bottom of the page (or in a separate reference section at the end of your essay).  This footnote should indicate 
author, title of the work, place and date of publication, and page number. 
 
 Method (2) given above is usually preferable for academic essays because it provides the reader with 
more information about your sources and leaves your text uncluttered with parenthetical and tangential 
references.  In either case words taken from another author must be enclosed in quotation marks or set off 
from your text by single spacing and indentation in such a way that they cannot be mistaken for your own 
words.  Note that you cannot avoid indicating quotation simply by changing a word or phrase in a sentence or 
paragraph which is not your own. 
 
B. In adopting other writers' ideas, you must acknowledge that they are theirs. 
 
 You are plagiarizing if you adopt, summarize, or paraphrase other writers' trains of argument, ideas or 
sequences of ideas without acknowledging their authorship according to the method of acknowledgement 
given in 'A' above.  Since the words are your own, they need not be enclosed in quotation marks.  Be certain, 
however, that the words you use are entirely your own; where you must use words or phrases from your 
source, these should be enclosed in quotation marks, as in 'A' above. 
 
 Clearly, it is possible for you to formulate arguments or ideas independently of another writer who has 
expounded the same ideas, and whom you have not read.  Where you got your ideas is the important 
consideration here.  Do not be afraid to present an argument or idea without acknowledgement to another 
writer, if you have arrived at it entirely independently.  Acknowledge it if you have derived it from a source 
outside your own thinking on the subject. 
 
 In short, use of acknowledgements and, when necessary, quotation marks is necessary to distinguish 
clearly between what is yours and what is not.  Since the rules have been explained to you, if you fail to make 
this distinction your instructor very likely will do so for you, and they will be forced to regard your omission as 
intentional literary theft.  Plagiarism is a serious offence which may result in a student's receiving an 'F' in a 
course or, in extreme cases in their suspension from the University. 
 
*Reprinted by permission of the Department of History 
Adopted by the council of the Faculty of Social Science, October, 1970; approved by the Dept. of History 
August 13, 1991 

Accessibility at Western:  Please contact poliscie@uwo.ca if you require any information in plain text format, 
or if any other accommodation can make the course material and/or physical space accessible to you. 

Mental Health at Western:  If you or someone you know is experiencing distress, there are several resources here at 
Western to assist you.  Please visit http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for more information on these 
resources and on mental health. 
 

mailto:poliscie@uwo.ca
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/

